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OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 

CONVENTION. 



CHARLESTON, (S. C.) Feb. 22, 1832. 

The Convention of Delegates from the State Rights and Free Trade 
\$sociatioiis, of *very cRstrict in the State (but one) was organized at 
7 o'clb^:^.?' ^- ^^ evehmg. 

On ntolion ^f the Hon. Henry Deas, His Excellency JAMES HAM^ 
ILTON, Jr. was called to the Chair, and Myer M. Cohen, ap- 
pointed to act as Sefcretary of the Conventiop. The Secretary then 
called the list of tlie several Delegates, and tlney enrolled their uameti 
m the following order :— - ^ • 

Delegatts from St. Philip'' s and St. MichdeVs Association. 

J. Hamilton, jr. H. Deas, Nathaniel Heyward, R. J. Tumbull, Elias 
florry, I. E. Holpies, B F. Dunkin, H. W. Peronneau^C. E, Miller, 
B. A. Markley, J. Magrath, C. Douglass, ^ F. Mintzing, W. iPeron- 
Deau Pinley; Alexander Mazyqk, C. J. Coffrock, H. L. Pinckney, Phi, 
Lp Tidymaa, Samuel Prioleaii, J. Ladson Gregorie, B. Elliott, Rich- 
ard Cunningham, John Bryan, Carles M. Furman, Ker Boyce, Ed- 
ward Frost, Myer M. Cohen, John A. Stuart, Arthur Middleton, Wm. 

A. Carson, H, N, Cnzger, Jacob Axson, Neill McNeill, S. L. Simons, 
Ldward R. Laurens. 

Greenville A^so'ciation.-^BByliea J. Earlc, Waddy Thompson, jr. 

Union District Association. — Joseph N.Shelton, ^. W. Thomp- 
mo, Bird M. Pearson, Wm. H. Gist. 

Sparta?iburg Associatim. — Wm. Farrow, T, F. Murphy. 

Darlington Assotiation.—JolM K. Charles, E. A. Law, Alexfb- 
ier D. Sims* 

Barnwell Association, — James 0. Hagood, John Rickenbaker, 

Marion Asftociation. — ^Thomas Harlee, Edward B. Wheeler. 

Abbeville Association. — Wm. A. BuH, Samuel L. Watts, JohnG. 
riaaer, Richard Griffin, Joel Smith, F. G, Thomas. 

Ed^ejield Asftociation. — ^Whitfield Brooks, A. P. Butler, Wm. 
Garrett, Abner Wiiatley. . ' 

Prince Williams Parish .^ssocia/ton.— James Cuthtert, La\)»r- 
fcnceE. Dawson, B. M'Bride, J. M. Chisohn, Wm. Williams, Isaae' 

B. IFfener, Perry Fripp. 

St. Luke^s Delegation. — Julius G. Huguenm, John H. ITogg,Wl 
F. Colcock, • Jamf^s Kirk, Jajnes M. Smith, Alexander Kdwards, ^J, 
Pickling, Benjamin Scott, W. Pope. 

Rithland Associatioji. — Edward Fisher, J. M. Howell, P. M. But- 
ter, Win. M. iVlyers, Wm. C. Clifton, John Br3rl5e, James Davis, W. 
I. Preston, James H. Hammond, Theodore Stark, P. L. McLauchlin. 

St, Helena Pavish Associatien^or JPeaufort. — ^Richard De 
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a*f«nlld, M. Jacobs, J. H. G^^'^, fitei^hen EOiot^ jr; W. H. Wigg. 

Fogr St. Helena Island.^^hsLrleiW. Capeis, Thomas Alston Cof- ; 
fta, CharleBC^Capem, Thomas J. Fripp. \ 

Far Ladies' Is I and. —George Cnthbert. 

Chesterfield JDistHet Jiisodation.-r^K. C. Dubose, Alexander -I 
Muirhead. 

Winy aw Association.-^t^ Aleixander Keith, Aaron Lopez, J. 
Walter j'hilips. 

St, Stephen's Pctruh Association, — John J. Couturier, Edwin 
Gaiil.ird, Samuel J. Palmer. 

St. John's Berkley Association. — Simins White, Benjamin De- 
Jftaj , jr. Wm. Cain, Wm. D. Gourdin, Robert M. Cahasac, J. Theo- 
^re (^outurier. 

Fairfield Assoddtion. — H. Moore, Thompson T. ^Player, P. Ed- 
ward I'earson^ Mm J. Myers, Edward G^ Palmer, J. D. Strother. j 

St. Batholomew's Parish ^wociafiow.-^Malachi Ford, S. W. j 
Jbcith, J. G. Godfrey, F. K. Elmore, R. Barnwell Smith. j 

Orange Pa)'i.^h Association. — Eidmund J. Felder, Thomas A. El- i 
lipt, J. G. Guigiiard^ . 

Kershaw Di.ftrict Association.* — ^James S. Deas, Wm. Hopkins, 
JL. Boykin, Thomas Abbott, JohhC. McCra, B. T. Elmore, J. Cantey. 

Oranpehvrg Association^ — D. Rowe, D. B. Jones. 

St. John's Colleton Association. — A. J. Forrester, John R. Ma- 
thews, Wm. M; Murray ,^W. B. Sc^abrook, Johi^ Jenkros, George W. 
Seabrook. - ; . 

Barnwell Association. — S. H. Butler, Richard A. Gantt, Augtis- 
tus B. 6'Bannon, D. M. Lafitte, A. B. Browne, G. A. Trotti. 

St. .Tame's Santee Association. — ^Edward R. Pinckney, J. Blake, 
John S. Palmer. 

Horry Association. — J. W. Alston, E. A. .Benjamin. 

Svnitfr Association. — ^Evan Benbow, James Hanesworth, W. J, 
Rees, Kiciiard Singleton, Caleb Rembert, Charles Spann, jr. R. J. 
Brcfwnfitld, Robert Bradford, Thomas G. MTaddk, Jame?sG. Spann. 

JS'ewltrry Association.. — James J. Caldwell, T.B. Higgms. 
^IVillintn^vrfi; Afsonation. — ^Thomas D. Singleton, jr. W. Waties* 
II. D. Shaw, Robert Strong. 
• Lexington Association. — Benjamin Hart, H. J. Caugliman, Henry 
Arthur. ^ 

Laurels Association. — ^A. Fuller. 

Lancaster Association. — H. Foster, James H. Wkherspoon. 

J^arlhorough Association. — J. Murdoch, jr. Wm. T. Ellerbe, 

St. J^athfw's Association. — R. P. Mc(-ord, Wm. S. Thompson, 
W. L. Lewis, C. H. Goodwyn, T. P. McDonald. 

Tlie foUowiug Resolution, proposed by Isaac E. Holmes; Esq. was 
passed unanimously :— , 

WhefeaB,^he patriotic District of Pendleton, from the unanimity 
Tvhich exists among her sons upon the subject of State Right«i, has not 
rleemed it expedient to form an Association, and is therefore uurepre- 
sfeiited upon this flo^r. 

Resole td. As an cxpi;fssion of the sentiments entertained by this 
r'oB\'eiJti©n of the paTrittism and s^al of that Dhtrict, that CQldlftel 
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QSioipas Pinckney, and Charles^ Cotesworth Pinekneiy, gentlemeB fi^ 
tla^ District, be invited to take seats upon the floor. 

Wbereupon the Marshals introduced those, gentlemen upon theiloor, 
vilitto the area occupied by the Delegates. His Excellency the Gov- 
mmr, then, as Presifisnt of the Convention, opened the busmess thereof 
by the following Address : — 

Gentlemen : — I feel very ^nsibly the honor you have done me by 
inviting me to preside over your deliberations. The sources of thi 
distinction I recognize in the character of this assembly, and in the 
crisis at which we are convened. 

We have assembled. Gentlemen, as the Delegates of a People, ^^ 
tinguished foi||ft|pir patriotism and their loyal devotion to the Constitution, 
to devise thelrest means of maintaining the reser^^ed Sovereignty of the 
Stsltes, and of recovering for the country the lost, bjit ine^imable 
blessings of Free Trade. Under ordfinary circumstance, such an assem- 
bly cotUd not fail t6 challenge pub^c notice ; under th6 exigency in which 
we are Convened, it has excited intense public feeling. The signs of this . 
are around us. In the gush of pdpular enthusiasm which has filled this ; 
spacious edifice to overflowing— in the' sympathy which has come thia 
night to bless us, from those who are better and purer thaVi ourselves ; from 
that 9ex, gentleijyen, who are at once the most disciimihating as well as 
inflexible judges of public virtue. We have convened under solemn and 
imposing circurustanoc^. We have not come here to fan the fire» of 
civil discord, or to impair the just authorities of the constitutional laws 
ofiur country. No, we have assembled for a widely di^erent pur- 
pose — to consider and mature the best means of diffusing among our 
people a just knowledge ^f their rightsx-of cherishing and invigorating 
an enlightened public sentiment — of oireringupagain our pledges, that 
if the public tranquillity is disturbed, it shall not be of our seeking ; and 
that our only object, with a preservation of the Union of these Stales, 
is to maintain those very rights and privileges which that Union wad 
designed to render perpetual^ ^ 

With thesis objects in view, let me invite jrour attention to the ne- 
cessity of augmenting our resources for issuing more extensively publi- 
cations from our press, and for a more prompt and ditfused circulatimi 
of them ; and likewise to the expediency of giving to these publica- 
tions a more popular ^nd less abstract character and form, that they 
may be brought down to the comprehension of ew&ry freeman of the 
South who L-s able to read what it so much behoves bun to l^un. ' 

Our only battery is a free press, and in the Hght it difliises we de- 
sire to have our principles, our acts, and our motives, scanned with a 
gcmtiny that nothing shall elude. 

It may likewise be deemed proper that you should agfeiin address^ 
the, good people of" this iS-tate. Since our last meeting at Cohirnbia, a 
session of unexampled interest of the xVational Legislature has com- 
menced, and is daily developing fresh events at least of instructive ad- 
nionition, if not of cheering hope. ' A cifcumistance unparalleled in the 
history of niations is about to signalii^e our annals. A public debt, the 
accumulated obligation of two successful struggles for freedom (the 
last eiiJphatii^allv for i ree irade,) approximates imiuediately its final 
extinguishiiient. i he permanent policy of the country is to be fixed 
perhaps for generations to come. Through twdve veare of grerious 
1* 
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'a]%iluA]aatt^atip|i, we. have been referred te tbis periud as a tertnina'^ 
lion of our pilgrimage' and a consummation of biir hopes. The crisi:di 
liks come. But do the omens indicate that relief Is' to come ? lias the 
fell spirit of monopoly seemingly relaxed one muscle of its rapacious 
gra.Mp ? There can be but one answer to this question. The reflections 
that obviously belong to this topic, I leave to the temper and judgment 
. with which you will approach its discusion. 

. The crisis is uideed deeply interesting. This State,which for tlie last 
ten years has mamtained almost single handed,the unequal struggle for 
Free Trade and Constitutional Liberty, now presents the spectacle of 
a people, the fervor of whose excitement has subsided in the depth in 
which it has fixed,in steadmess and calmness, the publi|tfesolution, gmd 
in the flood of light it has poured on the public mind.^P 

The existence of this assembly is impressively illustrative ©f this 
truth. We are her^ the delegated exponents of organissed associa- 
tions, which h^ve been established throughout our State, charged with 
the conservation of those principles of civil and political liberty which 
we believe to be vitally exposed to peril. How comes it to pass that 
these organized bodies should so suddenly ha,ve risen up throughout 
our land like camp fires striking their broad glare against the darkness 
of the night ? Is it to minister to some miserable purpose of faction, 
or contemptible struggle for political power, that we* may elevate to 
ihe purple some fortunate chief, th^t he may requite our servility, per 
adventure, by his own ingratitude ? Is it that we may usurp the prero- 

fitives of government and exert an energy greater than the law itself ? 
o, we take no part in these pitiful struggles for power — we belong 
So no faction — we dictate no measures even to our own public authori- 
ties — we have nothing to ofler them but our obedience, and I trust, 
Itneed be, ourTortunes and our lives. 

From what cause then have these associations started thus into exist- 
ence ? Why, from the obvious moral necessity which good men are 
under of combining to resist tyranny and oppression,^ — that, in a con- 
federacy like ours, they may aid, through the force of public opinion, 
their own authorities at home, which are weak, against a vast central 
power which is strong, and which, under the insidious forms of a free 
government, threatens to overwhelm the liberties of our country. 

i)ur vocation, gentlemen, is full of honor as well as responsibility. — 
JX would be an absurd affectation to attempt to conceal the fact, thjvt 
We exercise, and are destined to exercise, a powerful influence oVer 
jMiblic sentiment. By the possession of the confidence and esteem of 
a large portion of our fellow-citizens, we are invested with a trust, the 
obligations of which we must endeavor to discharge with wisdom, pa- 
triotism, firmness, and moderation. 

On this night, consecrated to a nation's gratitude— on this night, the 
Gentemiial anniversary of the birth of him wliose name, as it has been 
Jieautif ally and justly said, "belongs to the civilized woHd, and the 
lesult of his virtues to the whole human race" — we may well assem- 
ble and mingle our aspirations for our country. Who shall deny to us 
the right to gather round the sacred altars of his glory •»(! his name ? 
Are we infidel worshippers ? Is not his life our viuili' a ion ? Was 
not his immortality pui'chased by a glorious resistance lo unjust and 
jiucPflQgtiwtioiRfl taxatron ? IT Che spirit of the bicst are peiiiBXtted to 
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revisit the sphere of their usefulneRsand virtues, may we not invoke 
Iijs -pi- it to hover over his'once glorioiw and united, but our uow ron- 
vul>.»d ond distracted country ? That if he cannot penetrate the licnrts 
of those who possess its power withrf ray of that benignant justice, that 
flowed Uke sun heajns from the fountain of histjvvn bosom, that he wQhld 
fill GUI'S whh a portion of hi*- lofty courage, his serene undismayed 
equanimity, his matchless constancy, his stern, his heroic, his invinci- 
ble spirit of resistance to oppression, that we may meet without falter- 
ing, all those duties which it may be within the dispensation of a wiae- 
and merciful PA vidence to decree.'* 

The Hon. Henry Deas then moved, that the Chair appoint the fol- 
lowing Conunittees, with the view .of arranging and distributing the 
business of the Convention, to report at an adjoorned meeting to take 
place on Saturday evening at 7 o'clock. 

A Committee to address the good people of this^tate on the present 
posture of our relations -with the General (jrovemment. A ( 'ommittee on 
the publication of Tracts. A Coimnittee on contributions. x\ C'om- 
mittee on the distribution and circulation of Tracts. A Committee on 
Printing. 

Robert J. Tumbull, Esq. addressed the Convention m support of the 
motion. 

The President then presented to the Convention a patriotic and elo- 
quent letter from the venerable Keating Simons, Esq.j the President of 
the C-harleston Association,- regretting tliat the state of his health would 
not allow of his being present at the fleeting, and transmitting the coi- 
re-jpondence with Genl. Sumter on the subject of his expected vi5»it to 
the ' "onvention. An invitation having been exten(led to him for that 
purpose on the * 1 3th January > signed by the following coimnittee, 
Keating Simons, Jajjies Hamilton, Sen., R. J. Turnbiill, Nathl. Mey- 
waid, C. J. Colcock, and Elias i!orry. To which, the veteran < I ero 
and I*atriot returned an atiectionate reply, expi'e&sing his regret, that 
his advanced age and bodily infiimities would prevent his attendance. 
In this letter, he uses the following language. 

" (jentlemen, I have read the resolution which your letter commu- 
nicates to me in behalf of the Association, "inviting me (in a special 
and i|juch too flattering form of words,) to attend a Convention in the 
City of ^'harleston, on the 22d i'ebruaiy next." 

i'his is, 1 think, the hundredth birth day of our national hero ! of 
the father of his Country ! If he be now conscious of what is passing 
in his country — nay, in the favored spot to which he bequeathed his 
name, and which aspires to the glory of being the chosen monnti^nt 
of his fayje — he must look with approbation on all the honest means 
and measures which the State ilights and Free Trade Party are using, 
(for that is the only true national !*arty, in a country which posesses 
hundreds of acres of uncultivated ground, for every inhabitant it 
counts) — to restore the Constitution of this Union (on tlie presenation 
of which, great part of his fame iis a statesman, must forever depend, ) to 
the limits and objects, which he himself assisted in assigning to it, — 
And to defend from Consolidation and destruction, the States which 
gave being to that instrument. 

Thfe. xeliection seemed so fit for the occasion, that I could not re- 
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siat plflciog it here, a» a Irlbute to the memofy of a great and ^od 
man, whOj.thoqgKfar my superior in every thing etse, was but littJei 
80 in age, and no njore than my equal an4 the equal of thousa'iidfe of 
others, in devotion to the cause 6f National Independence, and to that 
of the rights of the people and of the States, which were expected i 
both by him and them, to flow from National Independence. 

I trust, tjliat a modification of the same feelings towards me, which 
procured this' most friendly invitation, will incline the friends ^vho 1 
gave it, to agree to dispense with my company on this occasion. 

I persuade myself therefore, that all cucumstances bclhg duly weighed 
by them, as they have been by me,I shall stand justified in their eyes as 
1 do in my own, for not malting tlie attempt to re-visit Charleston 
and its inhabitants; both of which, nevertheless, have maij}' claims to 
my remembrance and partiality; more, perhaps, than any one now 
'Jiving, except , myself, is aware of; for it was in that place and among 
its virtuous colonists that I first saw and felt the efiects of concerted 
and orderly associatibns of men, in resisting and restraining usurped 
power, and unconstitutional abuses of power. This was in i7ti5. 
But ' had many occasions of witnessing the same efiects there he 
tween that date and J 776, when the general and formal Declaiation 
of 'ndependence changed the name and mode of resistance, and gave 
me fewer opportunities of being in Charleston than I had during te 
period referred to. 

Vou, Gentlemen of the Coniniittee, Will do me the favor to oifer my 
rfeasens and my regrets to the Association which you represent, (an,d 
with their pennission to the inhabitants of Charlcb-ton generally) for 
declining to accept of the honor which you have proposed doing me 
there on the 2'-^d of next mont^. And here, again, 1 have to aippeal 
to njy brother soldiers of your Association (for I hear of none out of 
it) to bear witness for me, that my- reasons for staying at home are 
good dnes — and ought to be received as valid excuses for that deter 
Diination on the part of your obliged and obedient servant. 

^ - THOMAS SUMTER. 

Waddy Thompson,- Esq. then addressed the Convention, and ofler 
ed the foljowing resolution : 

Resohed, That the President of this Convention do convey to 
Gen. Sumter, an expression of unfeigned regret that his advanced fige 
and infirm health should have prevented his attendance, and with the. 
assurance of our gratitude to **od, that his life has been spared to 
consecrate by his name our second struggle for freedom. 

This Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

I'ickens Butler, Esq. then addressed the Convention, and offered 
the following resolution; 

h> oiedj J hat the Free Trade Convention of South Carolina, 
regards with gratification, and acknowledges with gratitude, the hnn, 
able, and -untiring eftbrts of Henry i^ee, of lioston, in the caiise oi* 
free trudfe and Constitutional liberty— *a cau^e in which South a o1i- 
na is deeply atld vitally interested, ai^d for the mabiteilaiicc t»t' vJiich 
she is soiemnly pledged by every principle of patriotism ajid of self 
piese) vatioii. " . " , ^ 

It w^s carried Imaitifqoiisly. 
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m. H. L. Pinckney then addressed the Convention and of- 
3f«oIution, tendering the thanks of the Gonvention to Genl.'» 
mitii, of Maryland, for Iiis firm and manly support, in the 
the^U. States, of State Rights and Constitntfonal Liberty." 
IS unianuTifii^y adopted. 

tj'man then submitted a Resolution, expressing the gratitude 
nvention to Cha^ricellor Harper, for his zealous and talented 
in behalf of Southern Rights ahd Interests,, whilst represent- 
late as a Delegate of the General Free Trade Convention, 
esblution was unanimously adopted. 

^^ , .uance of the Resolution presented by the Hon. Henry Deas, 

te following Committees were announced: — 

Com^nittee on the Address. — C. J. Colcock, Dr. Fisher, NatK. 
Hen^vard, W* C. Preston, Evan -Benbow, Benjamin F. Elmore, Sam- 
uel' Prioleau, Waddy Thompson, Wm. A. Bull, Pickens Butler, 
Thoaipson T. Player, William Farrow, and John K> Charles. 

Committee on Publications. — Henry W. Peronneau, W. B. 
Seabrook, J.. G. Spann, Dr. Davis, John Cantey, Benjamin A. 
Markley, L. E. Dawson, William Dubose. 

Committite on Printing, — Henry L. Pinckney, Joseph Shelton, 
Stephen Elliott, Thomas Harlee, Dr. Lafitte, i. A. Stuart, Siais 
White, J. H. Hammond. 

ommittee on Contributions. — James Deas, John R. Afatthews, 
lard Singleton, John A. Keith, M. Ford, E. R. Pinckney, Dr. 
mas D. Smgleton, J. S. Caldwell. v 

amnUttee on Distribution. — -A. W. Thompson, Whitfield 
»k8, Richard A. Gantt, J. H. Weatherspoon, jun: William T. 
•bie, A. Fuller, Henry Caughman, J. L. (jregorie. 
II motion of the Hon. Henry Deas^ the conv'cntion adjourned to 
rday Evening at 7 o'clock. 



the second meeting of thb 
CONVEMTIOj^T. 



Charleston, Fbb. 25th, 1832. 
\xe Convention was called to order at 7 o*clock. The President 
opeiied the busmess of the Convention. 

P. M. Butler, Esq. addressed t|ie Meeting, and moved that Geifl. 
Earle be invited to a seat within the area occupied by the Delegates. 
This motion >vas unanimously adopted, and accordingly Genl. Earl 
ivas introduced by the Marshals. 

W. B. Seabrook, Esq. then' addressed the Convention, and ofieced 
the following Resolutions! — 

Resolved^ That^ the President of this Convention do convey the 
thanks of the State Rights and Free Trade Party to the Hon. Robert Y. 
Hayne, and the Hon. George ?.I'Dutfie, for their recent efforts in Con- 
gress, in the cause of Free Trade and Constitutional I,iiberty. 

Resolved f That we highly approve of the Inte Speech of Mr. Hayne, 
i>j reply to Mr. Clay. It? mildaess and liberality, which we comrrtefnd, 
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are not incdinpatibie with the solemn determiiiatioii at iprhicb the peo- 
ple of South Cai'olina b^ve arrlvecl. 

Resolved, That we regard Mr. M'Duffie's recent Report on a re- 
duction of tl^e duties on imports as indic^tingr the true constitutional 
point to which the duties ought to fall; and that this distuiguished 
statesman has brought to the discussion of the subject a power of ar- 
gument and variety of illustration, that make his roport One of the 
ablest among the numerous State papers which have signalized our 
.public history. , 

It was seconded by B. F. Dimkin, Esq. who, thereupon addves«ed 
the Convention. 

W. A. Bull, Esq. also addressed the Convention in support of the 
Resolution. 

The President then submitted to the decision of the Convention, 
the Resolution of Mr. Seabrook, and it was unanimously adopted. 
. Dr. Tidyman then offered a Resolution, reiturning thanks to Condy 
Raguet, Esq; (the talented Editor of the Banner of the Constitution,) 
for his zealous and successful efforts in detecting the errors and expos- 
ing the fallacy of the mifcnamed American system, as well as for his 
pndeviating exertions in propagating, the.piinciples of Free Trade, and 
ably vindicating the Rights and interests of the people of the Southern 
States. 

This m'otien was carried unanimously. 

Col. J. H. Hammond then addressed the Convention, and offered 
the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of this Association express to that 
eonsistent Republican and gallant veteran of the Revolution, Col. 
Samuel Warren, our great regret that infirm health should have pre- 
vented his attendance at this Convention. That our cause is honored 
by Ihe support of a man who shed his youthful blood in behalf of prin 
cipH.s to which he is now giving the sanction of his experience and au 
thoiity as a Representative of the People. 

Tfiis Resolution was unanimously adopfed. 

Pon. lienry L. Fiiicl-ney theft offered the following Report from 
the Committee on Printing and Publications: — 

. The Comniittees on Printing and on Publications, having had a 
conference on the sulyects referred to them- respiectively, ask leave td 
Report conjointly, and do respeotfuUy recommend the adoption of the 
following Resolutions: ^ , ^ 

1. J>'ef^oh'ed, That the printing and publishing of Tracts be contin- 
ued as heretofore, at Coluuibia and Charleston, aV ornately that one 
Tract shall be published on the first day t)f each month at Columbia, 
and one on the fifteenth day of each month at Charleston that the 
Tracts shall average 'twelve duodecimo pages each, and be prii ted 
with brevier: and that of each and every Tract, not less than ten 
lliousand copies shall be printed, for distribution through the State. 

2. Resolved, That this Convention recommend that it be inade 
the duty of the Recording i^ecretaries of the Charleston and Rich^ind 
Asj-OLMitioDs to attend to the distribution of the Tracts, jmd tljat they 
be ' ovsrd suchcon.pensation for their services, as niay be deemed 
expedient by thost Associations respectively. 

3. Resoivedf That the several Standing Comnaittees ofihe respite 
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live District and Parish Associations be invited to suggest, from, time 
'0 tinie, to the Committees on Pubhcations at Columbia and Charles- 
\ toa, the topics upon which the people of their respective Districts and 
I Parisbes may require, particuhirly, to be v^rell informed. 

4. And Whereas, in the opinion of this Convention, there irno 
reasonable- prospect of'such an adjustment of the Tariff, as will at all 
alleviate the burdens,or redress the indignities inflicted on the Southern 
Slates, and it is^, therefore, highly important and desirable that the 
people should thoroughly understand the process by which these evils 
may be effectually removed, without incurring either teVolution or 



Therefore Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
on Publications, to supply the people particularly with such tracts as 
Aall explain and iticulcate NULLIFICATION, a^ the legitimate, 
peaceful, and *■ rjightful remedy" for all -oppressive and dangerous 
violations of the Federal Compact." 
Tins Report was unanimoitely adopted. 

Wallace Thompson, tsq. then addressed the Convention, and pre- 
sented thd following Report 6f the Conmaittee on Distributions; — 

The' Committee on Distributions, beg leave to Report that they 
nave had Xhe subject under consideration, and submit the following 
ort: 

rt.^They recommend that the State be divided into two divisions 

^ijlistribution, in the following manner, that is, that the Judicial 

idbts of Edgefield, Lexington, Richland, Kershaw, and Chester* 

', shall form the line constituting the upper> and lower division^ 

"^ose Districts and all othei-s lying above or North of them, shall 

applied with the Tracts and other publications ta which they' may 

be entitled, according to the Report, from Columbia, and all the Asso- 

i iations in the several other Districts and Parishes below or South of 

liiat line," shall be supplied from the Association in the City ofCharles- 

•iH. , - . 

2. That the several Associations throughout the State be, and they 
re hereby requested to point out and direct, the Associations in 
< harleston and Columbia, the best mode and route for conveying to 
hem the publications to which they may be severaUy entitled, ac- 
■ v>rding to this Report* 

3d. They further recommend that the publications which may be 
t'iade by ord,er, of this Association, be distributed amongst the several 
Districts and Parishes in the State, according to a Schedule accompa- 
r.wng this Report, which is made upon the presumption that there 
will be 10,000 copies published of each number, which, according to 
iie Report, will leave 9G6 supernumerary copies to be disposed of at 
ihe discretion pf the Associations in Charleston and Columbia. 

4th* And they therefore recommend that the surplus numbers a- 
bove mentioned may be transmitted by the Associations in Charles- 
ton and Columbia, should they deem it expedient so to do, to our fel- 
low citizens in the sister States, in such maimer as they may deem 
j most SMlvisable. 

All which, is respectfully submitted. 
I A. W, THOMSON. 
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EdgefieW, 560; Abbeville, 600; Barnwell, 350; Clarendon ami 
Clemiont, 350; Chester, 420; Chesterfield, 200; Darlington, 250; 
Fail-field, 400; Greenville, 450; Kershaw, 200; Lancaster, 300; 
iJiurens, 500; Lexington, 200; Marlborough, 150; Newberry, 400; 
Orange and St. Matthews, 2S0; Richland, 225; Spartanburg, 600; 
Inion, 450; York, 400; St. Philip's and Sf Michael's, 500; St. 
James' Goose Creek, 50; St. John's Colleton, 90; St. John's Berk- 
fey, 25; St. Stephen's, 25, Christ- Church, 20; St. James' Santee. 
12; St. Andrew's, 10; St. Thomas and St. Dennis, 12; St. Bartholo- 
mew's, 125; Prince William'e, 60; St Luke'sj 40, St. Peter's, 70; 
Williamsburg, 160; Prince George Winyaw, 75; All Saints, 40; 
Korry, 180; Marion, 275; St. George's, Dorchester, 50; St. Hele- 
na, 40.— Total 9034. 

James S. I>e;is, Esq. as Chainn{\n of the Committee on Contribo- 
tionw, presented the following Report: 

The Committee on contributions of the General Convention of the 
Free '^frade and State Rights Associations, Report, that there will be 
wanted for the uses of the year np to December next, the sum of 
f oiir '( housand Dollars, of which sum there has been provided the 
sum of three thousand four hundred and twenty-five dollaj»^— the bul- 
ance to be now provided, is the sum of four hundred and seventy 
four dollars, which your Committee commend to be raised' by assess- 
ment on the new Associations, as follows: 
Lauiens Association, the sum of ^125 

St: John's, Berkley, . 125 

Orange Parish, . . 73 

St. Jaiue^' Santee, 75 

WUliamsburgh, 75 

$470 

Your Committee recommend that this committee be instructed fortli' 
with to inform these Associations of the sums assessed on them. 

Your Committee further recommend that should the above sum nol 
be adequate to the expenses actually incurred, that the Charleston As- 
sociation be authorized, through their Corresponding Secretary, ta 
collect rateably from the several Associations a sum not to exceed 
five hundred dollars. 

JAMES DEAS, Chairman. 

Which Report was adopted. 

Judge Cblcock then addressed the Convention, and as Chairman 
of the Committee on the Address, read and presented the same as 
fdllows: — 
The Delegates in ConvefiHon of the State Rights and Free Trade 

Mssociatioiis. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
Fellow-Citizeits : — 

WHEN we last addressed you from the Convention in Columbia, 
we endeavored to impress upon your minds the importance of thoae 
principles on -which we are associated; and by an appeal to your reason 
and patriotism, to vindicate our plans and pdrposes. That ^Addred 
was made during^a period of faint and fondly cherished hope, that the 
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Congress of die United States, juai then BWwntWiny, vtnM Usteb to 
the earnest and solemn appeaJs made to its jasdee and wisdem, 
and avail itself of tbe anspicious juncture to afford )s prompt and amplft 
remedy for our long endured grievances. It had been publicly an- 
nounced byomr LegiSature, that when all hope of redr^ had^been- 
«xtingaahed, the State had the right, and wmitd perform the duties of 
redressing herself. South-Carolina under these circumstances, had 
paused to wait the decisien of the present Congress , and although an 
attentive axamniation of the pHnciples and purposes of the majority in 
Congress which had exacted and sustained the Tariff, foibade us to 
entertain very sanguine expectations of relief, yet we were unwflling 
entirely to despair. The Congress of the United States has now been ^ 
in seasioa nearly three months. 

All agree, mat as far as the General Government is concemed, ita ; 
final decBUon is now to be made. Thes^ oircnittstanees, thllow-citizens, 
aathori^ us to address you on the present occasion. You are our 
brethren*— our country is <mt common inheritance-— its interests otir , 
common' property, and its liberty, happiness and glory the 6ommon 
objects of our guardianship and defence, ff there are any amang yoa 
who bate the injustice of our oppressor less than what apme consider - 
the heresies of our principles — if there are any amoi^ you whO| aftei' 
fall deliberation, prefer the quiet of a predetermined settled submissioil 
to injustice and a violation of the Constitution — ^to the hazard of assetU 
iog and maintaining our rights, we are willing to confess, however 
paindd may be the recognition of .the fact, that an appeal to such most 
be hopeless. No ! We make, no appeal to those who think essential 
principles may be compromised, that public tranquility, even if it may ' 
be the stagnation of death, cannot be purchased at too high a price*, 
and who consider that a gainful traffic may be driven with oppression 
if any thing be left to sustain the remnant of a miserable existence. 
But to those whose minds may not yet be finally made up on the great 
questi^m of Southern rights and Southern wrongs, and who Are yet 
hanging with a lingering, though baffled hope, that these wrongs wiM 
be redressed by the natural and salutary action of the General Govern- 
ment it^ieif, we woGid desire to offer briefly a few reflections. They 
belong to the crisis^fbr there is no device of cunning that can disguise 
even ii'om timidity itself, the fact that the crisis is rapidly approachix^ 
when tlie People of South-Carolina will have before them the issue of 
liberty or servitude — infamy or honor — resistance with all its hazards^ 
or submission with imalterable disgrace. Our position is a peculiar 
one. We would not say that South-Carolina is committed, because 
that would imply that we have been led by an intemperate zeal into 
the occupation of an untenable position, to maintain which, we have 
rather now to consult a punctilious sense of honor than a rational esti- 
mate of our essential inteiests. It so happens that there are no romantic 
or cliivahous^ notions of national pride — that are half equal in their po^ 
tcncy to the coi:nmon, manifest, and we might almost say e Very-day 
and vital interests in the ground we have assumed — however insensibly 
we may feel the ol)ligatiops tiiat are due to the first class of these con- 
siderations. 

The peculiarity of" our - position results fVom the feet, (whether for ^ 
good or for ^vil remains t^ be proved,) thst t{k^ Stkte smaU ia itsteni- 
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Ijrial e^ctent and population, is in the van in the assertion of ottr lighi 
ia the very centre of a geographical division of thfe Union, h'aving coni 
naon interests with ourselves ; and which appears only to a limited dt 

4ree, at least, to participate in the intense excitement which has pervc 
ed, all classes aiiiong ourselves. We shall not attempt to account fc 
the phenoriienon. We are not disposed to disparage the motives an| 
conduct of others* We will not however gainsay our own discenii){ei| 
\j adu itting, in spite of all this seeming apathy, that because wi* fa?! 
intensely we cannot act undei'standingly on the subject of our righLs-j 
or that the fire which has been \ indled in our breasts, has riot throwi 
'^ a light elsewhere to irradiate? oui* path and to guide our steps. j 

For ten years, (precisely the period which eU^ed between tli 
Stamp Act of 1765 and the night when Samuel Adaaxsand ,»ohn Har^ 
eock cause4 the Tea to be thrown over board in ^e harbor of i^oston, 
the puhlje mind of South-Carolina has vigilantly watched the progres 
which the Government of the Union was making towards the poiri 
twhich it ha« at last reached ; a consolidation in the ha*hds of an irre 
ll^nsible majority, of almost every essential attribute of SovereigntJ 
wlHch the States vainly apposed they had reserved to themselves 
We bdgan by humble petitions, argumentative expositions, dpferentid 
xemonstrauces, terminating, after travelling through every sign of thj 
solitikal zodiac which marks a poor dependence upon a great and iinj 
. ^rial central head, in Protests which we had the folly to Jthink woulj 
^ least be read by our oppressors, although thfey were incapable q 
answering the arguments on wliich thej' rested. 

If a redress of our wrongs was postponed, we were always tpld tha 
wlien the jPublic, Debt was paid a^ reduction would be mijde in th] 
afnonnt of the trfcute which we paid, and which formed a princip^ 
ittem in the aggregate of ou^ grievances. 'I'hat event has, for aU finai^ 
t^ purposes, taken place, and we see it accompanied by the tokens 
tiat the will of the majoiity is substituted fer t^e Constitution, and n(^ 
9b ray of hope beams upon us, to tell us, that we are to expect even \ 
'bare and scanty justice. The J^ecretary of the Treasury, and the greaj 
champion of the An«erican System, in despite of thfeir ang^'y contests fo| 
power, have both presented identical propositions, for what they ai^ 
. pleased to. call niodifications of the Karitf. .. . 

The scheme, fellow citizens, of the reduction thus offered is a groa^ 
iiasult to your understandiiigs, und an unwhrrantaWe pirocy on voui 
]|0C vets. It is, indeed, nothing short bf an expedient to • <^ep the e» 
lire pre^me of the re?:trictive system upon the articles of foieign producJ 
tlons, which purchase ou;- sts4>les, and to remove \\» burden f>oin all 
those articles which enter into the cdusuiiption of Ae mannfacturinj 
States, without erilerlng into a corf petition with their products, ij 
one word, it decrees that there shai' be, in e-fect, a steady dispri^itinai 
ting lity of fifty per centuai on Southern, and a bdunft/ of' fifty pel 
centum on ortHerr industry, bl^guise it as you may, this 'modificaj 
tion ntakes the boutheiii States Coloniea. '^ " • 

, >owi in ail pos?ibJe caimnerss^nd solemnity, we wiU'ask whethel 
we huve do'eg.-^led thl. pow^r ? Is it exercised ris a substantive poi^er t^ 
protect iiiai.ufLictu a^t 's there one woid on this subject in the Consfi- 
ttttiott ? And is it not iTeritwl >y hb hnpticjcfien wJliob is i|ttfilji:e]»^dij 
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formed Uiat instrument. ^ ■ 

Bat y^k do not propose to moQt const itutiomil questions. Th^ ^'gu^ 
meut ihas beea exhausted, V/e desire to give u more practical scope .to 
our reflections. ' * ^ y, .. 

It may be jusked what are we to do ? The answer is at hand '■ Why 
Resist. What, by populcir tuniuU, and revolutionary violence? No^^ 
we are yet a Sovereigo party to the compact, and our State ha-* nothing 
to do but to say, on the high authority of her Sovereignty, that her citi- 
zens shall not pay this tribute, and it will not be paid. 

Fellqw-citizens, !<hould Congress rivet thi« system upon us, we <io 
not see liow the constituted authorities of our State can refrain from- 
propounding to you in your ^ove'reigh capacity the alternative of Re^is^ 
tan re or Subfiiissio-n f We are free to confess that our Associations 
(without arrogating to ourselves even the privilege of advising our pub7 
lie functionaries a» to ihe course they should pnr$iue,) aredUtinrtly spid 
unalterably in iuvor of the former, because we believe that sobmission 
would cover with desolation as well as shame, that section of country 
which wouljd be literally placed under the ban of the Empii'^, because 
we believe, wittrour prosperity, the. spirit of. freedom so essential tq^be 
preservation offtee uistitution^ would depart forever, because. we eoojd 
not live under the burning shame of being recreant to the precepts aniil 
examples of th^t ancestry from whom we indeed derived a noble heii> 
tage. . ' ^ . ' 

But thanks be to the wisdom which framed the Constitution, we h&ve 
.<oraethiivg higher und better than the servile right to rebel ; and that in 
the poiifedemte form of our Government, in the resertftion to the 
States of all rights not delegated — ^the Sovereign authority of. a State 
is amply -Competent, without commotion or bloodshed, toshidd its citi- 
zens from tyraimy ahd oppression. When our State shall determine to 
interpose its Sovereign authority, we feel a confidence which «o difr- 
trust shall fmpair, that those differences which, after all, have resuited 
rather frotti abstract refinements of constitutional law, than from any 
other cause, will be "buried in the ramparts we will throw around our 
country, that her peril will he the cement of our Union — her honor, 
her Muccess and her glory -the common obje/cts of our joint and undy- 
ing eftbrts, ^^he Press, which ,is the peaceful engine oi* this Associa- 
tion, .«hall continue its challenges on the Wotch-tqwer. We callupon 
those who think and feel with us to be firm, consistent, ti'anquil, and 
patiently to wait the decision of Congiess. Our Representati^^es are 
struggling for us and forthe C^onstitution , with a zeal worthy of their great 
cause, and with tin ability which wins applause even frojii iheir adver- 
saries. 'Thoiigh det^pondriig, their exertions are not remitted. .'heir 
past conduct-»-their high chitracter — their known patriotism, entitles 
them to our highest confidence. They will not give up the cause of 
their country until a relentless majority close the discussion 'and. tell 
them t6 despair. When that discussion •t closed, and we are repulsed 
froiiithe doors of Congress, shall we obey them, when they tel^ us to 
despair? NO! God forbid! No, the liberties of ij'Outh-'t Carolina are' 
not held at the pleasure of a majority in Congress, but by the tenure of 
her own^courage. She is & Frie-, Hweareign .and Independent $thte. 
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> tudwliile her citizens are trae to themaelTes, she will Gomkae to be a 
. JP^ee\ Sotereis'n and Independent 8tate. 

It is oor(iuty,^fel)ow-H;iti2en8, to warn you to be prepared to sapport 
. the KigbtH of Your State. We do not donbt Uiat yon have the 
coastitutional right to determine on the mode and measure of redress, 
upon such an exeni as we are contemplating ; and still leas do We ques- 
tion youi determination to preserve your liberties at all hazards ; and 
. when it is at length determined that yon nre to be perpetually subject- 
ed to *'a system characterized by every thing that may define a tyranny 
tihe most odious," we will join in one common effort for the liberty and 
' honor of the State, for we will not brieve that there Can then be anj^' divi- 
'^ slon among us. To those of our fellow-citizens who may entertain 
honest difierences of opinion v^th us, we would say look at our coun- 
tsfy '! How much more are you willing she should bear ? Do you de- 
' sire that her submission should be protracted iintil resistaDce would ter- 
mihate in weakness and disgrace ? '. . 

.. The State looks to her Sons' to d^end her, in whatever ibna she may 
thoose to proclaim her purpose to RESIST^V 

'TKe President then suggested to the Convention, that, by reason of 
the interest, and importance of the foregoing document, the several 
gentlemen composilig the 'Committee on the Address, should affix there- 
to their r««peettve signatures. 

The Meeting concurrmg, the Secretary called the names of the uiem- 
beis of the Commitfee on the Address ; who, therenp6n, came for- 
waM and subscribed then- aignatnres, 03 fdllows :-^ 

C. J. COLCOCK, Chairman^ 

EDWARD nSHER, 

. * NATHANIEL HEYM^ARD, 

WILLIAM C. PRESTON, 

EVAN BENBOW, 

BENJAMIN F. ELMORE, 

SAMUEL PRIOLEAU, 

WADDY THOMPSON, Jr. 

WILLIAM A. BULL, 

A. P. BUTLER, 

THOMPSON T. PLAYER, 

JOHN K. CHARLES, 

Col, Wm. C. Preston then rose and addressed the Contention in 

Bupport of the foregoing document ; which, ailer the conclusion of 

• Col. I'^B remarks, was put to the Convention and unanimously adopted 

The President then enquiring if there were other Resolutions to he 

presented, and no Other business appearing, he closed the meeting of 

the Convention by a brief valedictory address. 

And the Conyention adjourned, sine die, ' 
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